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"Ce fut certainement wun tres-grand
bhome...Conquerant.Legislateur, monarque et
pontife, il joua le plus grand role qu'on puisse
jouer sur la terre aux yeux du commun des
homes"
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" To the Arab Nation it was as a birth from
darkness into light, Arabia first became alive
by means of it. A poor shepherd people,
roaming wunnoticed in its deserts since the
creation of the world: a Hero-Prophet was sent
down to them with a word they could believe:
See, the unnoticed becomes world-notable, the
small bhas grown world-great; within one
century afterwards, Arabia is at Grenada on
this band, at Delbi on that;-glancing in valour
and splendour and the light of genius, Arabia
shines through long ages over a great section of
the world. Belief is great, life-giving. The
bistory of a nation becomes fruitful, soul-
elevating, great, so soon as it believes. These
Arabs, the man Mabomet, and that one
century-is it not as if a spark bad fallen, one

() Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes ,Hero-Worship,& the

Heroic in History.p.66 University of California Press.
Loss Angeles- Oxford 1993
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spark, on a world of what seemed black
unnoticeable sand; but lo, the sand proves
explosive Powder, blazes heaven-bhigh from
Delbi to Grenada! I said, the Great Man was
always as lightning out of Heaven; the rest of
men waited for bim like fuel, and then they too
would flame.
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"I wish you to take this as my primary
definition of a Great Man. A little man may

have this: it is competent to all men that God
bas made: but a Great Man cannot be without

() Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes, p.40
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it... God bas made many revelations: but this
man too, has not God made bim, the latest and
newest of all? The inspiration of the Almighty
giveth bhim, understanding; we must listen
before all to him. This Mahomet, then we will
in no wise consider as an Inanity and
theatricality, a poor conscious ambitious
schemer, we cannot conceive him too. The rude
message be delivered was a real one withal; an
earnest confusion wvoice from the unknown
Deep. The man's words were not false, nor bis
workings here below: no Inanity and
Sitmulacrum.
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"Since Carlyle lecture on Mubammad in
Heroes and Hero-worship, the West has been
aware that there was a good case to be made
out for believers in Mubammad's sincerity.””
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() Montgomery Watt, Muhammad AT MECCA, P.52.

Oxford AT 1953
()

O Rudi Paret, Mohammed und der koran, S; 139,
Kohlhammer verlag. Stuttgart.1957.
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"Mobammeds Groesse und Einmaligkeit
zeigt sich ebean darin, dass er sich immer der
menschlichen Gemeinschaft, der er angeboerte,
verbunden fueblte und auf sie einzuwirken
bestrebt war. Nachdem er sich selber erst
einmal zur Erkenntnis der goettlichen
wabrbeit durch gerungen batte. Glaubte er
sich wverpflichtet, auch siene makkanischen
lands leute und darueberbinaus alle Araber auf
den weg des Heils zufuebren.
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"If you measure leadership by impact, then
you would Have to Name Jesus, Buddhba,

Mobammed, Confucius, The Great Propbets of
the world."

{q./L:J/;[_J,u/;fc_ngU_lc (esLidigEng A axag [3g g i call
slalanl/

) TIME, July 15, 1974.
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"We would not have it in its present form
without the prophet Mubammad, and therefore
I start without him. Nevertheless, the
importance of Mubammad is not limited to
those sources that can be dated with certainty
to bis own lifetime. He bhas served as an
ongoing model for ethics, law, family life,
politics and spirituality in ways that were not
anticipated 1400 years ago. There are few
people in bistory who have had a greater
impact on bumanity and it is through the
bistorical elaboration of tradition that we must
seed to understand that impact.

@ Carl Ernst, Following Muhammad, p.74, the University
of North Carolina Press. Chapel Hill & London 2003
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"Ecumenical German theologian Hans
Kueng was probably the first catholic to make

()

@ Carl Ernst, Following Muhammad, p.13-14.
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a serious attempt to come to terms with
Mubammad."
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"Blicket man auf des'Gesandten Gottes"
lebenswerk zurueck, so ist das Urteil der
Muslime begreiflich: Dieser Muhammad hat
wie sehr wenige Menschen vor und nach ihm
Gewaltiges, ja Epochales geleistet und
erreicht, das auch christliche Theologie und

() Hans Kueng , Der Islam, S: 159. piper, Muenchen-
zuerich 2006



kirchen heute endlich vorbehaltlos anerkennen
sollten.... Muhammad der grosse religioese
Reformator, der Gesetzgeber und politische
fuhrer, der Prophet schlechthin"
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"Divine aid seemed the only possible

explanation for Mubammad's extraordinary
Success.”
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"The only thing that made Mubammad's
revelation different was that for the first time

0)
@ Karen Armstrong, Muhammad A Biography of the

Prophet, p.234. Victor Gollanc 7. London 1996.
®) Karen Armstrong, Muhammad. P.87
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God had sent a messenger to the Quraysh and
a scripture in their own language”
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"If we could view Mubammad as we do any
other important bistorical figure, we would
surely consider bim to be one of the greatest
geniuses the world bas known. To create a
literary masterpiece, to found a major religion

and a new world power are not ordinary
achievements."”
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() Karen Armstrong, Muhammad. P.52
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:? foundation of Creation

"The more one reflects on the bistory of
Mubammad and of early Islam, the more one is
amazed at the wvastness of bis achievement.
Circumstances presented him with an
opportunity such as few men bave bad, but the
man was fully matched with the bour. Had it
not been for bis gifts as seer, statesman, and

administrator and, bebind these, bhis trust in
God and firm belief that God bhad sent bim, a

) Montgomery Watt, Muhammad AT Medina, p.335.
Oxford At the Clarendon Press. 1966.
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notable chapter in the bistory of mankind
would have remained unwritten. It is my bhope
that this study of bis life may contribute to a
fresh appraisal and appreciation of one of the
greatest of the"sons of Adam".

Lisaled psad) aMesY) s yliy oo g )5 Lienpicel Lelss
il Chgp L] o A3 Yy Lo ¥l s Lebie alaf fraid]
Ot Jlall g cu Lo o il Leo 3 af con 58 ol 5l
Lalles g il ptena e LS o p ] ] i Sl p)

2 4 s (o 3l 55 U Sy [imitens 55 o 5l
2 oo Jund i U caleay] alll 5T s Jaits pizing call]
lgine dams ilen yo Lyl o o Jof ) ileai¥) L5
pbacl s gt Sy ¢ it s platn Y] 5,1 e de L of
I eLiof Sl

call] 2 ity cdipuis B dame il (i o Sy 365
o ceding La LaYs Lyptgn Jofse oomstl dli 2 559005
Ll ¥ ey 5 2 pra ) 4 3L s Gl La LaYyly < dalsel]



— >
Leela)] 2 @,515 0B A55ad gl gyiena )T 0a)lso O 9
e Laskeiel ade Ly jsel JI 58 demms dclace Jalse
29 ¢ polall BlEinW 2. gy Laid ddo gy il (S pemiige
Ll 5Ly Slalse (e pulidYl 50
SV 3y e e tasd aB AL (il O g oyl
ey Vg dalall g, 01 HLemd¥l Jool 2 daslill ) ulidYly
slolae ol ddye 2 %8 Lol ol of gl I sl o
il cilslgd ey old tiu e Gl ol Ll
(s lay cown)] JHlsm ialed 20 1o Less (o Lall
ol W3 o) Jo cls reaigay (Eioyrinnsl oyl
calyliasdl S y5a9 LY slele 70,32 Latee Holom i
il 3 2 e pall Gustave Le Bon D gl Caliuga e
La ooyl syl s Labonsl il Zuadlaal 5,Limndl gL

Lesd paias gAML ale ey 354 Civilisation des Arabes




Cw‘%mumwu)uu;m Ll e Jo¥ Jundl!
Js> ‘2)\_‘_‘._' 4Ly alfgaiy 42 il By azd (e oL@l Ly
[augicne |yal dalaadl s | Jyumgll OLEDT 148 daome ialace
{Ooigsd Jsi 3Y al ddl> e
"Lorsque Mahomet mourut, il avait obtenu
ce resultat immense de reunir en une seule
nation, obeisant a wune seule croyance, et
capable par suite d'obeir a un seul maitre, tous
les peoples de l'Arabie. II serait inutile de
rechercher si le resultat attaint fut bien celui
que se proposait le prophete. Nous connaissons
si peu les varies causes de la succession des
evenements que nous devons nous contenter
d'admettre, commele font habituellement les
bistoriens, que les resultants ontenus par
l'influence des grands bomes sont reellement
ceux qu'ils cherchaient a obtenir. On
demontrerait facilement que la valeur de cette
regle est contestable, mais ce serait sortir de
mon cadre que de le faire ici."

() Gustave Le Bon, La civilization des Arabes, p.92.
Librairie de Firmin-Didat Et C.Paris, 1884
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" 8'il faut juger de la valeur des bomes par la
grandeur des oeuvres qu'ils ont fondees, nous
pouvons dire que Mahbomet fut un des plus

grands homes qu'ait connus ['bistoire. Des
prejuges religieux ont empeche bien des

() Gustave Le Bon, La civilization des Arabes, p.93
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bistoriens de reconnaitre l'importance de son
oeunvre; mais les ecrivains chretiens eux-memes
commencent qujourd'bui a lui render justice.
Voici comment s'exprime a son egard un des
plus distingues d'entreux.”
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"The very faults of the prophet prove that
bis unique and real grandeur come from God,

from bis supernatural inspiration. Without
God be felt bimself alone and weak."
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@ Emile Dermenghem, The Life of Mahomet, p.250.
George Routledge & sons.Itd. London 1930
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"His generosity in the days of bis final
triumph exhibited a greatness of soul rare
indeed in the pages of bistory."
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() Emile Dermenghem, The Life of Mahomet, p.174
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"One man alone of the whole world"
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() Thomas Carlyle, On Heroes, p.53
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"De moins Mabomet a ecrit et combattu; et
Jesus n'a su ecrire, ni se defender. Mahomet
avait le courage d'Alexandre avee ['avec
l'esprit de Numa; et votre Jesus a sue sang et
eau des qu'il a ete condamne par ses juges. Le
Mabometisme n'a jamais change, et vous autres
vous avez change vingt fois toute wotre
religion”
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) Voltaire, Euvres completes de Voltaire( Kehl) 1785-
1789. vol.36 p.378



fqén.én./ :wujﬁ‘&yﬂj‘.l.wj cdilnd 4.7/.’70/;.3).1;03 L:.?
e ppdie @Ea i @pid wSa i Sl

iy O e S BT 3,501 ] dogey Juay
e T 48 |oama O o pdll )5 20550 J5Y 53k ¢ 4l
<Oy alys Jsmn ALYl @¥la,
"Ce fut certainement un tres-grand
home...Conquerant. Legislateur, monarque et
pontife, il joua le plus grand role qu'on puisse

jouer sur la terre aux yeux du commun des
homes"

il i S Loulie Moy asolally Lo st
e ol 050 O ey g9 plac D pl5 U] pLlef o
w2 Y sgb
292 Lo peun (B (0 98 (i) pesall Helidl ples Less
O iSS plss aile AU Lewiyall e 35 ull Bl
Loy oo 20l Jloy wlae§ Lye 2 88 il ot I35

) Voltaire, ( Euvres completes) vol.16. p.385
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"Und so muss das Rachet scheinen was auch

Mobamet gelungen; Nur durch den Begriff des
Einmen Hat er alle welt bezwungen"
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. Lamartine

" Nie bat ein mensch in kurzerer zeit eine so
gewaltige und dauerbafte Revolution in der
Welt bervorgebracht [...] Wenn die groBe des
Vorbabens, die Durftigleit der Mittel und das
AusmaB des Erreichten der dreifache MaBstab
sind, woran menschliches Genie gemerren
wird, wer wurde es da wagen, in menschlicher
Hinsicht eine groBe personlichkeit der
modernen Geschichte mit Mobanmed zu
vergleichen? [...] Philosoph, Redner, Apostel,
Gesetzgeber, Kreiger, Uberwinder von Ideen,
Wiederaufrichter, rationaler Dogmen einer

() Alphonse de Lamartine, Geschichte der Turkei.1854 p.
277



Religion obne Bilder, Grunder von zwanzig
weltlichen imperien wund eines geistlichen,
voila, das ist Mobammed! An welchem
MaBstab auch immer man menschliche GroBe
misst; Welcher Mann war groBer al
seré"(Alphonse de lamartine in  seiner
Geschichte der Turkei, erschienen 1854;
Lamartine 1854, S$.277 u. 280)
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"Four years dafter the death of Justinian
A.D.569, was born At Mekkab, in Arabia the

Man who, of all Men Exercised the Greatest

influence upon the Human
Race...Mobammed."
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M) John William Draper.M.D.UD, A History of the
Intellectual Development of Europe. London 1875
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Bosworth ¢e_.. &) 905 peadl ooVl atady o5
Mohammed and Mohammedanism 4,lies 2 Smith
{OMS Ayl oy l5 2 HE Ll 3yi < Daenlly dema
"By a fortune absolutely unique in History,

Mobammed is a threefold founder of a nation,
of an Empire and of A Religion"
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@ Bosworth Smith, Mohammed and Mohammedanism,

London 1946
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"I bhave studied him-The wonderful man-

and in my opinion far from being an

Antichrist, be must be called the saviour of
Humanity"
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" When Mubammad died in 632, the success
of Islam completely vindicated the faith of

@ George Bernard Show, The Genuine Islam. Vol.l.

No.8.1936.
()

@ Rom Landau , Islam and the Arabs, p.25. George allen &
unwin Itd. London1958
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Kbhadijab in the revelation that her busband
bhad received, and the new monotbeistic creed
was on the road to spiritual and physical
conquest unparalleled in human bistory”

Lo pLatfl pMaw¥l rlons 2. 5l 2 VY ple oo 245 Latic "
Sidiel] il ¢ Lgn g5 oLals (2] (o gl gt Slay] (2o
Y 3lag gy pids plidll Jf lghoe i 2 sitont] Loim g3l
el gy il 2. 1 T de iy
bl al sa il ¥ oll ) sa sl iealall oy s
Lo 2 il e Ja01 el @llall dage 9 51yl

JUas¥ly Agladl e Judyles uless
Lile a4 il cilon Jam a3 S pa¥l Cataatll oY lldg
12 olewd! Jiahiy « JhHlo Capial 550 Pley dilax
ai sl 631 Ll ol SLaYI 6 Al -
Leatudny ol ylaazmll 3Ll gl P (e it
Ol ¥ly Leumilo g ol mitly ulayiselly HL<a3¥ly
Lgueaeg B)lally aslally Lguisag calidly




—

Legh gouatll L] 2 Capantll 18 sl o JMELYI -V
ALY Il elae | sLazinl
Ll gV el oy il oY ylaml ,5esyl -y
3 el =Yy
i a1 3 g o Caiiantl] Lo (L
2 Will Durant Vedlyss Js @l 2 bl G5 o0
The 5,Liamil Lind el jliaml b5 cass o ea ¥ wbics
The gle¥! yuwme :ewll aladl 2 story of civilization
.age of faith
i Leigss 2 dislgdig cailyons Jg sale-d e (SS9
Eol aclad Olajdl s ()8 camad @ il Al a9 Emmy
La,lssaly Ltlasly LWl )y idlaall Lol il al L
Slalysy s yasu o La b3 855 Ll s Ll Less tlanilac g
slally el ghazlly casall s pusall juall dg> (e y5

s crEme s ccuiim g oy i il Leadl )yl duadloa)!




—_—

u.u_u.j u_\n. gc.j_t_o}a ﬁﬁ} J‘..\_ml O Will Dutant c;,_]bj:,_s

: Vil yg0 Jody Al y dgale

" If we judge greatness by influence, he was
one of the giants of bistory. He undertook to
raise the spiritual and moral level of a people
harassed into barbarism by bear and foodless
wastes, and be succeeded more completely than
any other reformer, seldom bas any man so
fully realized bis dream. He accomplished bis
purpose through religion not only because he
bimself was religious, but because no other
medium could have moved the Arabs of bis
time"
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(" Will Durant, The story of civilization vol:4 The age og
faith. P.174, simon and Schuster New York 1950.
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"No reformer ever more actively taxed the
rich to belp the poor .Every will was expected
to leave something to the poor; if a man died

intestate bis natural beirs were directed to give
a part of their inberitance to charity."
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()'Will Durant, The story of civilization Vol.4. p.180
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" Leaders must fulfill three functions....
Provide for the well-being of the led provide a

social organization in which people feel
relatively secure, and provide them with one

set of beliefs.

) TIME, July 15, U.S..A 1974
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People like Pasteur and Salk are leaders in
the first sense. People like Gandhi and
Confucius on one bhand, and Alexander, Caesar
and Hitler on the other, are leaders in the
second and perbaps the third sense. Jesus and
Buddba belong in the third category alone.

Perbaps the Greatest leader of all times was
Mobammed, who combined all three functions.

To a lesser degree Moses did the same."
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"My choice of Mubammad to lead the list of
the world's most influential Persons may
surprise some readers and may be questioned
by the others, but he was the only man in the

bistory who was supremely successful on both
the religious and secular levels.

Of bumble origins. Mubammad founded
and promulgated one of the world's great
religions, and became an immensely effective

political leader . Today, thirteen centuries after

bis death, bis influence is still powerful and
pervasive.”
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O Michael Hart, The The 100, A Ranking of the Most

influential Persons in History, p.33. citadel press
Secaucus. New Jersey 1987.
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"We see, then, that the Arab conquests of
the seventh century bave continued to play an

() Michael Hart, The 100, p. 40
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important role in buman bistory, down to the
present day. It is this unparalleled combination
of secure and religious influence which I feel
entitles Mubammad to be considered the most
influential single figure in human bistory."
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:" Karen Armstrong sgyics i cles Jsa

"Mubammad's was an extraordinary
achievement.He had not relied simply on
divine inspiration but, according to the
Qu'ranic principle, be bad used all bis natural
resources and considerable personal genius to
carry the day."
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() Karen Armstrong, Muhammad, p. 349
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"Mubammeds Groesse und Einmaligkeit
zeigt sich eben darin, dass er sich immer der
menschlichen Gemeinschaft,der er angeboerte,
verbunden fueblte und auf sie einzuwirken
bestrebt war.Nachden er sich selber erst einmal
zur Erkenntnis der goettlichen wabrbeit
durchgerungen  hatte, glaubte er sich
verpflichtet, auch  seine  mekkanischen
landsleute und darueber binaus alle Araber auf
den weg des Heils zufuebren."

() Rudi Paret, Muhammed und der Koran,s: 139
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"Divine aid seemed the only possible

explanation for Mubammad's extraordinary
Success”
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() Karen Armstrong, Muhammas , p.249
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"Propbets are sent into the world exactly as
the great forces of nature, both beneficial and
terrible in their effects. They are like the sun
and the rain, the winter tempests in Arabia
that tear up the soil only to cover it again with
a carpet of greenery in a few days' time. We
must judge them by their fruits. The best fruits
are bearts and minds that have been pacified,
wills that have been strengthened, pains borne
with patience, moral mounded to the pristine
heavens.

Although alone, without moral or
material support, opposed by the earthly spirit,
prophets carry with them the secret of the
greatest liberation; for it is better to disobey
man than to disobey God before whom all are
equal and should bow down; the spirit should
be given preference over the letter. Ignorance

@ Emile Dermenghem , The Life of Muhammed, p.247-
248
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of all things save absolute truths, not so much
illiterate as pure, natural and supernatural,
freed from all prejudices, inspired either by the
intelligence or the beart, a perfect prophet and
simple soul stepped forth to explain to the
learned wbhat they bad been discussing, to
straighten out the tortuous roads in which the
so-called wise men bhad lost their way. In
listening to this propbet's inspired discourse
and bis parable suited to the period, men again
felt themselves in contact with surrounding
mysteries, humbled themselves before God and
learned bow to arrange their fleeting lives so as
to either satisfy or disobey bim, therein.

Finding a living rule such as neither the
advice of philosopbers nor beads of state could
give.Mabomet appeared on the scene at one of
the darkest periods in all bistory, when all the
civilizations, from Merovingian Gaul to India,
were falling to ruin or were in a state of
troubled gestation.
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"The reason for Mohammed's success were

many and wvaried, some purely political and
some due to unexpected assistance of fortune.
But the basic causes of bis appeal to bis
contemporaries without which no political
constellation, bowever favorable, and no stroke
of luck, bowever dazzling, could bave
stabilized bis work would seem to be these:

() Gustave E. Von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam; A study in
cultural Orientation, p.72-73. The university of chicage
press. Chicago-london.1969
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1. His was the most elaborate and the most
consistent religious system over developed
by an Arab.

2. This system contained satisfactory
answers to the problems exercising bis
compatriots and responded to the mood
of the times.

3. It lifted the Arabic-speakers world to the
level of the other scripturaries.

4. By placing bimself at the end of a long
line of propbets that included Adam,
Abrabam, Moses, and Jesus, Mobammed
explained and legitimized bis own
advent, suggested the greater perfection
and the finality of his version of the Book
of God and gave the Arab nation
metaphysical significance by connecting
it at the most bonorable and crucial stage
with the great drama of God's self-
revelation in bistory, making them the
Lord's tool in the propagation of the
ultimate truth.
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5. Mobammed greatly increased the Arabs'
articulateness.

6. He taught the lesson that a community
under God was more meaningful and
thus of greater political promise than a
community under tribal law.

The impulse which compelled Mobhammed,
the scion of a noble but impoverished branch
of the Quraish, to rise up to warn and teach bis
people was the overwhelming consciousness of
the moral accountability of man and of the
Judgment, not far off, when the Lord would
hold each soul responsible, to reward or

condemn according to its deserts He was to

admonish them before it was too late. Their
rate in the bereafter was at stake, their moral
laxness their danger, their thoughtless idolatry
their most awesome failing"”
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"How, then, is one to assess the overall
impact of Mubammad on human bistory? Like
all religions. Islam exerts an enormous
influence upon the lives of its followers. It is for
this reason that the founders of the world's
great religions all figure prominently in this
book. Since there are roughly twice as many
Christians as Moslems in the world, it may
initially seem strange that Mubammad bas
been ranked bigher than Jesus. There are two
principal reasons for that decision. First,
Mubammad played a far more important role
in the development of Islam than Jesus did in
the development of Cbhristianity. Although
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Jesus was responsible for the main ethical and
moral precepts of Christianity (insofar as these
differed from Judaism), St.Paul was the main
developer of Christianity theology, its
principal proselytizer, and the author of a large
portion of the New Testament.

Mubammad, however, was responsible for
both the theology of Islam and its main ethical
and moral principles. In addition, be played
the key role in proselytizing the new faith, and
in establishing the religious practices of Islam.
Moreover, be is the author of the Moslem holy
Scriptures, the Koran, a collection of certain of
Mubammad's insights that be believed had
been directly revealed to him by Allabh. Most of
these utterances were copied more or less
faitbfully during Mubammad's lifetime and
were collected together in authoritative form
not long after bis death. The Koran, therefore,
closely represents Mubammad's ideas and
teachings and to a considerable extent bis exact
words. No such detailed compilation of the
teachings of Cbhrist bas survived. Since the



Koran is at least as important to Moslems as
the Bible is to Cbhristians, the influence of
Mubammad through the medium of the Koran
has been enormous. It is probable that the
relative influence of Mubammad on Islam bas
been larger than the combined influence of
Jesus Cbhrist and St, Paul on Christianity. On
the purely religious level, then, it seems likely
that Mubammad bhas been as influential in
bhuman bistory as Jesus.

Furthermore, Mubammad (unlike Jesus) was
a secular as well as a religious leader. In fact,
as the driving force bebind the Arab conquests,
he may well rank as the most influential
political leader of all time"
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- Der prophet bhat damit die Araber -

gemessen am sebr diesseitigen polytheismus der
alterabischren stammesreligionen- auf ein den

D Hans Kueng, Der Islam, s: 159.



benachbarten  Grossreichen  wvergleichbares
religioeses Niveau geboben. Der Islamals eine
monotbeistische, ethische Hochreligion.

- Der prophet bhat durch den Koran
unzaebligen ~ Menschen seines und der
folgenden  Jabrbunderte  unendlich  wviel
Inspiration, Mut wund Kraft zu einem
religioesen  Neuaufbruch  geschenkt: zum
Aufbruch in groessere wabrbeit und tiefere
Erkenntnis, zum Durchbruch auf
Verlebendigung  und  Erneuerung  der
Veberlieferten Religion. Der Islam als die
grosse lebenshilfe.
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"Mahomet a ete le plus intelligent, le plus

religieux, le plus clement des Arabes de son

temps.Il n'a du son empire qu'a sa superiorite.

La religion prechee par lui a ete un immense
bienfait pour les races qui l'ont adoptee."
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"Mubammad was religious by nature and

was evidently predisposed to the message of
reform that be received in his wvisions. In
addition to bis spiritual nature.”
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"Mobammed war in Grund seines wesens ein
religioeser Mensch. In seiner Religiositaet liegt

der Schluessel zum verstaendnis Seiner
persoenlichkeit."”
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() Rom Landau,Islam and the Arabs, p.22
@ Rudi Paret, Moammed und der Koran, s: 136.
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smallness of means
and astounding results

are the three criteria of human genius, who
could dare to compare any great man in
modern bistory with Mubammeds

The most famous men created arms, laws
and empires only. They founded, if anything at
all, no more than material powers which often
crumbled away before their eyes. This man
Mubammed moved not only armies,
legislations, empires, people and dynasties, but
millions of men; and more than that the alters,
the gods, the religions, the ideas, the beliefs and
the souls.

on the basis of a Book, every letter of which
bas become law, be created a spiritual
nationality which blended together peoples of
every tongue and of every race...

The idea of the unity of god, proclaimed
amidst the exbaustion of fabulous theologies,
was in itself such a miracle that upon its



utterance from bis lips it destroyed all the
ancient superstitions...

His endless prayers, bis mystic conversations
with God, bis death and bis triumph after
death: all these attest not to an imposture but to
a firm conviction which gave bim the power to
restore a dogma. This dogma was twofold, the
unity of God and the immateriality of God; the
former telling what God is, the latter telling
what God is not..."
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"By A fortune absolutely unique in History,
Mobammed is A Threefold founder of A
Nation, of an Empire, and of A Religion."
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" If we could view Mubammad as we do any
other important bistorical figure we would
surely consider bim to be one of the greatest
geniuses the world bas known. To create a
literary masterpiece, to found a major religion
and a new world power are not ordinary
achievements. But to appreciate bis genius to
the full, we must examine the society into
which be was born and the forces with which
he contended. When be descended from Mount
Hira to bring the World of God to the Arabs,
Mubammad was about to attempt the

@ Karen Armstrong, Muhammad, P.52
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impossible. A few Arabs of the peninsula were
moving towards monotheism, but they bade
fully explored the implications of this belief in
only one God. This is hardly surprising. It had
taken the Jews centuries to believe that
Yabweb was the only God. The ancient
Israelites probably practiced monolatry: that
is, they had agreed that they would worship
Yabweb alone, but they believed that the other
gods existed. Even Moses may not have been a
through-going  monotbeist. The Ten
Commandments which be brought to bis
people take the existence of other gods for
granted:"Thou shalt not bave strange gods
before me" About 700 years elapsed between
the Exodus from Egypt under the leadership of
Moses (c. 1250 BCE) and the unequivocal
monotheism of the propbet, usually known as
second Isaiah, who lived with the Jewish exiles
in Babylon in about 550 BCE. Yet Mubammad
set out to make the Arabs achieve this major
change in a mere twenty-three years! We shall
see that some of the Arabs begged bim to adopt
a monolatrous solution and to accept the cult of



—

other gods, while be and bis followers
worshipped al-Llab alone; but Mubammad
absolutely refused to compromise.

To proclaim belief in only one God was not
a mere national, cerebral assent. It demanded
a change of consciousness."
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"Mabomet a ete le plus intelligent, le plus
religieux, le plus clement des Arabes de son
temps.Il n'a du son empire qu'a sa superiorite.
La religion prechee par lui a ete un immense
bienfait pour les races qui l'ont adoptee.”
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Since Carlyle's lecture on Mubammad in

Heroes and Heroworship, the west has been
aware that there was a good case to be made
out for believing in Mubammad's sincerity. His
readiness to undergo persecution for bis beliefs,
the bigh moral character of the men who
believed in bhim and looked up to him as
leader, and the greatness of bis wultimate
achievement all argue bhis fundamental
integrity.”
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() Montgomry Watt, Muhammad at Mecca, p.52
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Our current bypothesis about Mabomet,

that be was a scheming impostor, a falsehood
incarnate, that bis religion is a mere mass of
quackery and fatuity, begins really to be now
untenable to any one. The lies, which well-

() Thomas Carlyle, on Heroes Hero-worship,& the Heroic
in History, pp.38-39
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meaning zeal bhas beaped round this man, are
disgraceful to ourselves only. When pococke
inquired of Grotius, Where the proof was of
that story of the pigeon, trained to pick peas
from Mabomet's ear, and pass for an angle
dictating to bim? Grotius answered that there

was no proof At is really time to dismiss all

that. The word this man spoke bas been the
life-guidance now of one bundred and eighty
millions of men these twelve bundred years.
These bundred and eighty millions were made
by God as well as we. A greater number of
God's creatures believe in Mabhomet's word, at
this bour, than in any other word whatever.
Are we to support that it was a miserable piece
of spiritual legerdemain, this which so many
creatures of the Almighty have lived by and
died by? I, for my part, cannot form any such
supposition. I will believe most things sooner
than that. One would be entirely at a loss what
to think of this world at all, if quackery as
grew and were sanctioned bere.
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Alas, such theories are very lamentable.
If we would attain to knowledge of anything in
God's true Creation, let us disbelieve them
wholly! They are the product of an Age of
Scepticism; they indicate the saddest spiritual
paralysis, and mere death-life of the souls of
men: ore godless theory, I think, was never
promulgated in this Earth. A false man found a
religions Why, a false man cannot build a
brick bouse! If be do not know and follow truly
the properties of mortar, burnt clay and what
else the works in, it is no bouse that he makes,
but a rubbish-beap. It will not stand for twelve
centuries, to lodge a bundred and eighty
millions; it will fall straightway."
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did be start on the"career of ambition" and,
belying all bis past character and existence, set
up as a wretched empty charlatan to acquire

what be could now no longer enjoy! For my
share, I bave no faith whatever in that.

Ab no: this deep-bearted Son of the
Wilderness, with bis beaming black eyes, and
open social deep soul, had other thoughts in
bim than ambition .A silent great soul; be was

on of those who cannot but be in earnest :

whom Nature berself bas appointed to be
sincere. While others walk in formulas and
bearsays, contented enough to dwell there, this
man could not screen bimself in formulas, be

() Thomas Carlyle, on Heroes, p. 47



—

was alone with bis own soul and the reality of
things."
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"quant a pretender que Mabomet fut un
imposteur, il me senble evident qu'une telle
assertion ne peut se soutenir un instant."”
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"To-day we cannot question bis sincerity.
His whole life, in spite of bis faults (and be did
not deny bhaving faults), proves that be
believed profoundly in bis mission and that be
accepted it beroically as a burden of which be
was to bear the beaviest portion. His creative
ability and the vastness of bis genius, bis great
intelligence, bis sense of the practical, bis will,
bis prudence, bis self-control and bis activity-

() Gustave Le Bon, la civilization des Arabes, p-92
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in short, the life be led-make it impossible to
take this inspired mystic for a wvisionary

epileptic.

He never for an instant asked himself
whether bis changes of convincing people
would not be greater if be adjusted bis words to
the mentality of bis audience. It was certainly
not with soft words that be made converts, but
in presenting bis brilliant message in all its
vigour, simple and sharp as the edge of a
sword, a message which bhe carefully
distinguished from bis personal views. If at
Medina bhe was no longer the bumble and
patient Prophet of Mecca it is because the
circumstances were no longer the same; had be
remained the same outwardly, bis essential
character would bave bad to change. The man
may have been sometimes blameworthy or
weak, for action is a difficult test of purity, but
the propbet remained sincere and unchanged.
He may have sinned, but be did not lie. How
can we imagine a man in whose eyes success
appears only as a divine confirmation
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suddenly becoming a liar (and surely there can
be no question of bis sincerity at the beginning
of bis career)? And how could bhe have dared to

debase bis mission at the very moment when be
believed it to be confirmed?"
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"Mubammad's task was a formidable one,
one that an impostor (as some early Western
writers claimed he was) prompted by selfish
motives, could bardly bope to accomplish by
bis own effort. The allegation that bis periods
of revelation were, in reality, epileptic seizures
is palpably false; for in such an attack the
victim 1is never coberent enough to wvoice
passages as complex or as intellectually
profound as are so many that form the Koran.
The sincerity with which be undertook bis
task, the complete faith that bis followers bad
in bis revelations and the test of centuries make
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it unlikely that Mubammad was guilty of any
kind  of  deliberate  deception.  No
deliberate"religious” concoction even of an
impostor of genius bas ever survived. Islam bas
not only survived for over thirteen bundred
years, but keeps gaining new adberents from
year to vyear. History shows not a single
example of an impostor whose message was
responsible for the creation of one of the
world's greatest empires and of one of the
noblest civilizations."
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"Zweifellos konnte nach Auffassung des
Mittelalters Mobammeds Anspruch, goettliche

() Gustav mensching, Mohammed, s:14. in: Berckers
Kleine volksbibliothek. Verlog Butzon & Bercker,
kevelaer Rhld.1950.



—_—

Offenbarung zu verkuendigen, nur als gottloser
Betrug aufgefast und bezeichnet werden. Diese
enge Auffassung kann fuer unsere Beurteilung
des Propbeten nicht massgebend sein.
Entschieden abgelebnt werden muss auch die
Meinung, Dass Mobammed selbst subjektiv
nicht ebrlich gewesen sei. Das
Erscheinungsbild des Propheten und dessen
was wir beute ueber Inspiration wissen, laesst
keinen Zweifel an der Aufrichtigkeit des
Propheten zu."
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"But, from an early age, be bad been
remarked as a thoughtful man. His
companions named him"Al Amin", The
faitbful, A man of truth and fidelity; true in
what be did, in what be spoke and thought.
They noted that be always meant something. A
man rather taciturn in speech; silent when
there was nothing to be said; but pertinent,
wise, sincere, when be did speak; always
throwing light on the matter. This is the only

() Thomas Carlyle, on Heroes, pp.46-47
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sort of speech worth speaking! Through life we
find bim to have been regarded as an
altogether solid, brotherly, genuine man. A
serious, sincere character, yet amiable, cordial,
companionable, jocose even;- a good laugh in
bhim withal; there are men whose laugh is as
untrue as anything about them; who cannot
laugh. One bears of Mahomet's beauty: bis fine
sagacious  bonest  face, brown florid
complexion, beaming black eyes;- I somebow
like too that vein on the brow which swelled
up black, when be was in anger: like the"
horse-shoe vein" in Scott's redgauntlet. It was a
kind of feature in the Hashem family, this
black swelling vein in the brow; Mahomet had
it prominent, as would appear. A spontaneous,
passionate, yet just, true meaning man! Full of
wild faculty, fire and light; of wild worth, all
uncultured; working out bis life-task in the
depths of the Desert there.

How be was placed with Kadijab, a rich
widow, as ber steward, and traveled in ber
business, again to the Fairs of Syria; how be
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managed all, as one can well understand, with
fidelity, adroitness; bow bher gratitude, ber
regard for bim grew, the story of their marriage
is altogether a graceful intelligible one, as told
us by the Arab authors. He was twenty-five,
she forty, though still beautiful. He seems to
have lived in a most affectionate peaceable,
wholesome way with this wedded benefactress;
loving ber truly, and ber alone. It goes greatly
against the impostor-theory, the fact that be
lived in this entirely unexceptionable, entirely
quiet and commonplace way, till the beat of
bis years was done. He was forty before be
talked of any mission from Heaven.
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"It is possible to see the egalitarian idea of
Islam as a practical way of fostering brotherly
love by reducing all men to the same social and
political level .Just after the bijra, Mubammad

is said to bave introduced the practice
of "brothering", whereby each Emigrant was
bonded to one of the Helpers and told to regard
him as a brotber. It was an attempt to weld the
three tribal groups into a united community, a
practical illustration of the new religious
kinship which was to transcend the ties of
blood. In all three religions of the monotbeistic
tradition the ideal of community is a supreme
and sacred value. It is fundamental to both
Judaism and Christianity that, where two or
three are gathered together, God is in their
midst and St.Paul wrote that the Cbhristian
community constituted the Body of Christ and
we shall see that he umma bas acquired an
almost sacramental importance in Muslim



piety. Mubammad was fostering  the
individualism that was beginning to appear in
Arabia; thus the Qur'an decrees that the
relatives of a dead man can punish only bis
murderer, not just any member of the offender’s
tribe, as in the old system. But the communal
ideal has remained crucial too and the sense of
the brotherbood of all Muslims bhas gone very
deep in Islam.

Mubammad bad based bis moral system on
murnwab, the old tribe bumanism of the
Arabs, which was concerned with the common
good, co-operation and caring for the poor and
vulnerable. Mubammad's chief innovation was
to extend these principles to include all
Muslims, to the entire umma rather than to just
the members of a single tribe. In belping bis
companions to cultivate a sense that all
Muslims- wbhbether they belonged to Aws,
Khasraj or Quraysh-were now brothers be laid
the foundations for a distinctively Islamic
polity in the future. That is one of the reasons
why it bas been difficult for Muslims to adapt
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to the Western ideal of the nation state, which
divides the umma up against into potentially
bostile"tribes" or separate groups.

Indeed Mubammad bimself set bigh
standard of 'brothering' in bis own bebaviour.
The man who was becoming increasingly
fearsome in bis enemies was deeply loved
within the umma, which despite the constant
danger it faced seems to bave been a very
bhappy community/Mubammad refused to put
a gulf of formality between bimself and the
other Muslims. He hated to be addressed with
pompous, honorific titles and was often seen
sitting unaffectedly on the ground of mosque,
frequently choosing to sit with poorest members
of the community.

Children were especially drawn to bim. He
was for ever picking them up and bugging and
kissing them. When be bad been away on as
expedition, it was customary for the children of
the umma to go out to meet him when the
raiding party returned and they would lead
him into the oasis in a triumphant procession.
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If be beard a baby crying in the mosque during
Friday prayers, be nearly always bought the
prayers to an end earlier than be bad intended:
be could not bear to think of the distress of the
baby's motber.

The law formulated in the Qu'ran sound
ruthless to us today, but the prophet himself
was known to be lenient. One tradition recalls
an occasion when Mubammad bhad passed
sentence on a poor man who bad committed a
minor crime: for bis penance be was told to
give alms. The man replied that be bad neither
food nor goods to give away. Just at that
moment a large basket of dates was carried
into the mosque as a gift to the prophet. 'Here
you are," Mubammad said, and told the man to
distribute the dates among the poor. The
criminal replied that honestly did not know
anyone in the settlement who was worse off
than bimself. Mubammad laughed and told
bim that to eat the dates would be his penance.

The cultivation of kindness and compassion
hand been central to the Islamic message form
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the beginning. The law may have seemed a
blunt instrument at this period, but the process
of refinement (tazaqqa) of the Muslim outlook
had begun. Again, Mubammad set an example.
There is a tradition that one day he saw a
freedman  engaged in a  particularly
backbreaking task. He went up to him
stealthily from bebind and put bis hands over
bis eyes, as children do. The freedman replied
that it could only be the prophet who would
this lighting bis day with such an affectionate
action.

Ower the centuries in the west, we have
tended to think of Mubammad as a grim
figure, a cruel warrior and a callous politician.
But he was a man of great kindness and
sensibility. He loved animals, for example, and
if be saw a cat asleep on bis cloak be would not
dream of disturbing it. It has been said that
once of the tests of society is attitude towards
animals.

All religions encourage an attitude of love
and respect for the natural world, and



Mubammad was trying to teach Muslims this.
During the jabiliyab the Arabs bad treaded
animals very cruelly: they used to cut off lumps
of flesh to eat while the beasts were still alive
and put painful rings round the necks of
camels. Mubammad forbade any painful
branding or organized animal fights/one
tradition bas bim telling a story in wbhich a
man who gave water to a dog on a thirsty day
was sent to paradise and a woman who starved
ber cat to death was sent to bell. The
preservation of these traditions shows bow
important the wvalues bad become in the
Muslim world and how quickly the community
bad advanced towards a more bumane and
compassionate vision.
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" Auch liegt seine geniale Originalitaet
weniger in den einzelnen lebren, deren manche
er anderen Religionen entlebnt bat, sondern in
der Einbeit der religioesen Konzeption, in der
Originalitaet des religioesen lebens. Dass er
aber charakterlich wvorbildlich gewesen ist,
wird man nicht obne Einschraenkung
bebaupten koennen. Er neigte auf list und
verstellung, und seine Sinnlichkeit entstellt das
Bils des Propbeten in besonderer Weise"
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" Innerbalb der erbaltenen fragmente war es
besonders das beruebmte preislied Mabomets
Gesang, das des jungen Dichters Anteilname
an der Gestalt Mobammeds zum Ausdruck
brachte.Goethe schrieb es im Fruebjajr 1773
nieder, nachdem er alle erreichbare Literatur
ueber Mobhammed studiert batte. In diesem
preislied wird das wesen des Religionsstifters,
eines geistigen Ffuebrers der Menschbeit,
dargestellt durch die Metaphor des stroms. Das
Gleichnis deint zur schilderung der won
kleinsten Anfaengen ausgebenden, dann ins

() Katharina Mommsen, Goethe und Die Arabische welt,
S: 159-156 Erste Auflage, Insel verlag Frankfurt om
main 1988
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Riesenbafte wachsenden geistigen macht, ibrer
Ausweitung und  Entfaltung, mit dem
glorreichen Abschlub der Einmuendung in den
Ozean, der beir zum symbol der Gottheit wird.
Dabei liegt dem Bild vor allem die Vorstelling
zugrunde: der religioese Genius nimmt die
anderen Menschen seine Brueder mit , er reibt
mit sich fort, wi der grobe storm die kleineren
Baeche und Fluesse auf seinem wege zum Meer

sich fuebrt."”
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(1 Jakob Minor, Goethes Mahomet, vortrag.Jena 1907;
Friedrich Warnecke, Goethes Mahomet problem. Diss,.
Halle Wittenberg 1907;

Franz Saran. Goethes Mahomet und Prometheus Halle
1914; Robert Petsch, zu Goethes Mahomet.In:
Zeitschrift fuer den deutschen unterricht. 29 (1915).S.
673-693; Emil Staiger, Goethes Mahomet. In: Trivium
7(1949) S: 187-199. Emile Staiger, Goethe,Bd.l.
Zuerich und Freiburg 1. Br.1957.S.96 ff.

S.H Abdel Rahin, Goethe und Islam Augsburg 1969.
S.60 ff



Ali

Scht den felsenquell
Freudcbhell,

Wie ein Sternenblick!
Fatema

Ueber Wolken
Naebrten seine Jugend
Gute Geister
Zwischen Klippen

Im Gebuesch

Ali

Juenglingsfrisch

Tanzt eraus der Wolke
Auf die Marmorfelsen nieder,
Jauchzet wieder

Nach dem Himmel.

Fatema

Durch die Gipfelgaenge
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Jagt er bunten Kieseln nach

Ali

Und mit festem fuebrertritt
Reisst er seine Bruederquellen
Mit sich fort.

Fatema

Drunten werden in dem Tal
Unter seinem Fusstritt.

Blumen

Und die Wiese lebt von

Seinem Hauch

Ali

Doch ibn baelt kein schattental
keine Blumen,

die ibm seine knie' umschlingen,
ibm mit Liebesaugen schmeicheln,

nach der Ebne dringt sein
lauf
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Schlangewandelnd.

Fatema

Baeche schmiegen

Sich gesellschaftlich an ibn;
Und nun tritt er in die Ebne
Silberprangend

Ali

Und die Ebne prangt mit

ibm!

Und die fluesse von der Ebne;
Fatema

Und die Baechleim von GebirGen
Jauchzen ihm, und rufen:
Beide:

Bruder!

Bruder, nimm die Brueder mit!
Fatema

Mit zu deinem alten vater
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Zu dem ewgen Ozean,

Der, mit weitverbreit'ten
Armen

Unsrer wartet,

Die sich, ach! Vergebens oeffnen,
seine schnenden zu fassen.

Ali

Denn uns fribt, in oeder wueste,
Gierger Sand; die Sonne droben
saugt an unserm Blut;

ein Huegel

hemmet uns zum Teiche.
Bruder!

Nimm die Brueder von der
Ebne!

Fatema

Nimm die Brueder von Gebirgen!
Beide
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Mit zu deinem vater!mit!

Ali

Kommt ibr alle!

Und nun schwillt er berrlicher:
(Ein ganz Geschlechte

Traegt den fuersten hochempor
Triumpbhiert durch Koenigreiche;
Gibt provinzen seinen Namen;

Staedte werden unter seinem
fuss!

Fatema

Doch ibn balten keine staedte,
Nicht der Tuerme flammengipfel,
marmorbaeuser, Monumente
seiner Guete, seiner Macht.

Ali

Zedernbaeuser traegt der Atlas
Auf den Riesenschultern;
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sausend

weben, ueber seinem Haupte,
tausend Segel auf aum
Himmel

Seine Macht und Herrlichkeit.
Und so traegt er seine Brueder.
Fatema

Seine Schaetze, seine kinder,
Beide

Dem crwartenden Erzeuger

Freudebrausend an das Herz!
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"I have studied bim-The wonderful man-and
in my opinion far from being an Antichrist, be
must be called the saviour of Humanity"
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"Ibr muesstet wie ich seit fuenfzig Jabren die
Kirchengeschichte studiert baben, um zu
begreifen, wie das alles zusammenbaengt... Es
ist hoechst merkwuerdig, mit welchen lebren
die  Mobhammedaner  ibre  Erziebung
beginnen.Als Grundlage in der Religion
befestigen sie ibre Jugend zunaechst in der
ueberzeugung, dass dem menschen mnichts
begegnen koenne, als was ihm von einer alles
leitenden Gottheit laengst bestimmt worden;
und somit sind sie denn fuer ibr ganzes Leben
ausgeruestet und berubigt und beduerfen kaum
eines weiteren.”

()" Houben = Johann peter Eckermann, Gespraeche mit

Goethe in den letzten Jahren seines lebens.23.
Originalaufl, ~ Nach dem  ersten  Druck,dem
Originalmanuskript des dritten Teils und Eckermanns
hs. Nachlas neu. Hg.von H.H.Houben-leipzig 1948. S:
149.F
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. Katharina Mommsen ;yuese L yiles

"Das Verbaeltnis Goethes zum Islam und zu
seinem Begruender Mobhammed (569-632)
gehoert zu den erstaunlichsten Phaenomenen in
des Dichters Leben. Es laesst sich zeigen, dass

(D) K atharina Mommsen, Goethe und die Arabische welt, S:
157.



er eine ganz besondere innere Anteilnabme
fuer die Religion der Muslime entwickelte und
dass der Koran nach der Bibel die religioese
Urkunde gewesen ist, mit der Goethe am
vertrautesten war. Seine Anteilnabme am
Islam bekundete sich zu den wverschiedensten
Zeiten seines Lebens.Als 23jaebriger dichtete
Goethe ein wundervolles preislied auf den
propheten  Mobammed, und noch der
7ojaebrige  Dichter  bekennt in  aller
oeffentlichkeit, dass er sich mit dem Gedanken
trage,"ebrfurchtsvoll jene beilige Nacht zu
feiern, wo der Koran wollstaendig dem
prophbeten von obenber gebracht ward"
Dazwischen liegt ein langes Leben, in welchem
der Dichter auf verschiedenartigste weise dem
Islam seine verebrung bezeugt hat. Vor allem
geschab dies in dem werk, das uns beute, neben
dem faust, alseines seiner wesentlichsten
dichterischen vermaechtnisse gilt, dem west-
oestlichen Divan. Eine von Goethe verfasste
Ankuendigung dieses werkes enthaelt sogar
den erstaunlichen Satz: der werfasser des



Buches lebne"denverdacht nicht ab, dass er
selbst ein Muselmann sei”
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" weiter kann ich nichts sagen, als dass ich
auch bier mich im Islam zu balten suche"

AT
I S L o il (Y pu s Aomaad JLumal o)
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"Hier kann neimand dem anderen raten;
beschliesse was zu tun ist jeder bei sich. Im

() Goethes werke ( WA IV 33. 240) Hg.imauftrage der
Grossherzogin sophoe von Sachsen. Abth. IV. Breife.
50 Bde,- Weimar 1887-1912.

@ WA IV 49.87



Islam leben wir alle(l); unter welcher form wir
uns auch Mut machen."”
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"Es stimmt.... Zu Jeder religios vernuenftigen
Ansicht und ist ein Islam, zu dem wir uns

frueber oder spaeter alle bekennen muessen."”
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;" Katharina Mommsen ¢yuega L yiles a3

"Was nun Goethe betrifft, so bestimmte sich
seine stellung zum Islam- und dies ist das
Entscheidende- von Anfang an nicht allein,
nicht ausschliesslich aus der Haltung einer
fortschrittlichen ~ Aufklaerung  mit  ibren
Toleranzbestrebungen und ibren
Bemuebungen, feblurteile der wvergangenbeit
auszuraeumen. Goethe trat vielmebr zu
Mobammed und seiner Religion in ein viel
persoenlicheres verbaeltnis. Darum geben auch
seine Aeusserungen ueber den Islam in ibrer
provokatorischen Gewagtheit weit ueber alles
bisher in Deutschland Dagewesene binaus. Ein
wirklich  positives wverbaeltnis zum Islam
gewann Goethe dadurch, dass ibm gewisse
Hauptlebren als uebereinstimmend mit seinem
eigenen Glauben und Denken erschienen. Das
erweckte in ihm eine sebr tief begruendete
Sympathie, und aus solcher Sympathie
resultiert der Ton so freimuetiger Bekenntnisse,

() K atharina Mommson, Goethe und die Arabische. Welt,
S: 166.



wie er beir schon aus einigen Beispielen
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"Much has been said and written about

sensuality of Mabomet's religion; more than
was just. The indulgences, criminal to us,
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which be permitted, were not of bis
appointment; he found them practiced,
unquestioned from immemorial time Arabia;
what be did was to curtail them, restrict them,
not on one but many sides, bis religion is not
an easy one; with rigorous fasts, lavations,
strick complex formulas, prayers five time a
day, and abstinence from wine, it did not
'succeed’' by being an easy religion. ‘as if
indeed any religion, or cause bholding of
religion, could succeed by that! It is a calumny
on men to say that they are roused to heroic
action by ease, bope of pleasure, recompense.—
sugar-plums of any kind, in this world or then
next! In the meanest mortal there lies
something nobler.

The poor swearing soldier, bired to be shot,
has bis 'bonour of a soldier,' different from
drill-regulations and the shilling a day. It is not
a taste sweet things, but to do noble and true
things, and wvindicate bimself under God's
heaven as a gold-made man, that the poorest
son of Adam dimly longs. Shew him the way of
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doing that, the dullest day drudge kindles into
a hero. They wrong man greatly who say be is
to be seduced by case. Difficulty, abnegation,
martyrdom, death are the allurements that act
on the beart of man. Kindle the inner genial

life of bim: you have a flame that burns up all

lower considerations. Not bappiness, but
something bigher: one sees this even in the
frivolous classes, with their. 'Point of bhonour'
and the like. Not by flattering our appetites;
no, by awakening the beroic that sumblers in
every beart, can any religion gain followers.

Mabomet bimself, after all that can be said
about bim, was not a sensual man. We shall err
widely if we consider this man as a common
voluptuary, intent mainly on base enjoyments,
--nay on enjoyments of any kind. His housebold
was of the frugalest; bis common diet barley-
bread and water: sometimes for montbs there
was not a fire once lighted on bis bhearth. They
record with just pride that he would mend bis
own shoes, patch bis own cloak. A poor, bard-
toiling, ill-provided man; careless of what
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vulgar men toil for. Not a bad man, I should
say; some thing better in bim than bunger of
any sort.—or these wild Arab men, fighting
and jostling three and twenty years at bis
hand, in close contact with bim always, would
not have reverenced bim so! They were wild
men, bursting ever and anon into quarrel, into
all kinds of fierce sincerity; without right worth
and manhbood, no man could have commanded
them. They called bim prophet, you say? Why,
bhe stood there face to face with them; bare, not
enshrined in any mystery; visibly clouting bis
own cloak, cobbling bis shoes; fighting,
counseling, ordering in the midst of them: they
must bave seen what kind of a man be was, let
him be called what you like! No emperor with
tiaras was obeyed as this man in a cloak of bis
clouting. During three and twenty years of
rough actual trail. I find something of a
veritable bero necessary for that, of it self.
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His ten wives and two concubines bhave

been a source of marvel, merriment, and envy
to the western world. We must continually
remind ourselves that the bigh death rate of the
male among the ancient and early medieval
Semites lent to polygamy, in Semitic eyes, the
aspect of obligation necessity, almost a moral
obligation. Mobammad took polygamy for
granted, and indulged bimself in marriage
with a clear conscience and no morbid
sensuality. Aisha, in a tradition of uncertain
authority, quoted bim as saying that the three
most precious things in this world are women,
fragrant odors, and prayers. Some of bis
marriages were acts of kindness to the destitute

(D Will Durant, the Age of Faith, P.172.
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widows of followers or friends, as in the case of
Hafsa—to bind Omar to bim—and the
daughter of Abu Sufyan to win an enemy.
Some may bave been due to perpetually
frustrated hope for son. All his wives after
kbadija were barren, wbhich subjected the
propbet to much raillery. Of the children borne
to bim by Kbadija only one survived him—
Fatima. Mary, a Coptic slave presented to him
by the Negus of Abyssinia, rejoiced bim, in the
last year of bis life, with a son; but Abrabam
died after fifteen montbs.

His crowded barem troubled him with
quarrels. Jealousies, and demands for pin
money. He refused to indulge the extravagance
of his wives, but he promised them paradise;
and for a time be dutifully spent a night with
each of them on rotation; the master of Arabia
had no apartment of bis own. The alluring and
vivacious Aisha, bow ever, won so many
attentions out of ber turn that the other wives
rebelled, until the matter was settled by a
special revelation:
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Thou canst defer whom thou wilt of them,
and receive of them whom thou wilt; and
whom so ever thou desirest of those whom thou
bast set aside, it is no sin for thee; that is better,
that they may be comforted and not grieve,
and may all be pleased with what thou givest
them.
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Im Abendland bat man jabrbundertelang
bis in die neueste Zeit immer wieder daran
Anstoss geonommen, dass der prophet nach der
Higra wvon der Einshe zur Vielebe
uebergegangen ist und im lauf der Zeit mit
insgesamt 13 Frauen in ebelicher Gemeinschaft
gelebt bat. Im besonderen wirft man ibm in
dieser Hinsicht zweierlei wvor: erstens, dass
derZainab, die schoene  Frau  seines
Adoptivsobnes  Zuliebe- sich  wvon  ibr
geschieden dieser- anscheinend ibm zuliebe-

() Rudi Paret, Mohammed und der Koran, S: 142-144



—

sich von ibr geschieden batte; zweitens, daB er
den kreis der zur Heirat erlaubten frauen fuer
seine person weiter als fuer uebrigen
Glaeubigen gezogen und ueber dieses sein
Sonderrecht sogar eine eigene Offenbarung
verkuendet bhat.

Die bliosse Tatsache, dass Mobammed in
Medina  nicht mebr wie in Mekka
monogamisch gelebt bat, kann ibm nun
allerdings nicht gut zum Vorwurf gemacht
werden, es sei denn, man legt einen Massstab
an ihn an, der bistorisch nicht vertretbar ist.
Der prophet geboerte einem Milieu an, in dem
die Polygamie, genauer gesagt die Polygynie,
die Mebrfrauenebe, gang und gaebe war.
Wenn er vor der Higra mit Hadiga die Einebe
aufrecht erbalten bat, so lag das wvor allem
daran, dass diese seine erste Frau ihm wvon
Haus aus wirtschaftlich ueberlegen war und
daber auch im ebelichen Zusammenleben eine
Sonderstellung beanspruchen konnte. Nach
ihrem Tod brauchte er sich in dieser Hinsicht
keine Zurueckbaltung mebr aufzuerlegen,
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zumal keine der Frauen, die spaeter in seinen
Gesichtskreis traten und fuer eine Ebelichung
ueberbaupt in Frage kamen, mit der
verstorbenen  auch  nur  einigermassen
vergleichbar war.Nachdem er in Medina erst
einmal festen Boden unter den fuessen
gewonnen hatte, wurde der uebergabg zur
polygynie fast zur Selbstverstaebdlichkeit. Man
koennte sogar sagen, dass eres seiner Stellung
schulding war, mebr alseine Frau in seinem
Haus zu baben. Im uebrigen ist zu bedenken,
dass einige der von ibhm eingegangenen Eben
gleichzeitig der wersorgung won Frauen
dienten, deren Maenner in den Schlachten von
Badr und am Ubud gefallen waren, und daB
,bei seinen Heiraten oft auch politische
Ueberlegingen mit im Spiel waren.

Die frage, wie der prophet dauz kam, in
Heirgatsangelegen beite fuer seine person
gewisse sonderrechte in Anspruch zu nebmen.
Ist damit freilich noch nicht beantwortet.
Tatsaechlich bat er sich nur bis zum Jabr 625
auf vier legitime Ebefranen beschraenkt, eine
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zabl, die nach der ueblichen Auslegung von
sure 4,3 dem einzelnen Glaeubigen als
HoechstmaB zugestanden war. Im jabr 626
nabm er sich eine fuenfte frau(sie starb
allerdings bald nach der Hochzeit und wird
deshalb beir nicht weiter mitgerechnet), 627
eine fuenfte und sechste, 628 eine siebente und
achte und 629 eine neunte. In sure 33,49 f.sucht
er diesen sachverbalt zu rechtfertigen.Hier
warden die wverschiedenen Arten  von
Frauen(und sklavinnen) aufgezaeblt, die ibm
als Ebefrauen erlaubt sind: seine bisherigen
Gattinnen; die als Kriegsbeute erworbenen
sklavinnen;seine mit ibm emigrierten cousinen;
schlieBlich,eine(d.b.jedwede) glaeubige frau,
wenn sie sich dem propheten schenkt, und
wenn der propbet(seinerseits) sie beiraten
will (Das gilt) speziell fuer dich, unter
AusschluB der Glaeubigen. Wir wissen wobl,
was wir ihnen (den Glaeubigen) hinsichtlich
ihrer  Gattinnen und ibres Besitzes(an
sklavinnen) vorgeschrieben baben.(Dies) damit
du dir kein Gewissen daraus machst(wenn du
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darin eine Sonderstellung einnemmst). Und
Gott ist vergebend und barnberzig.

Zur sache ist nicht viel zu sagen. Auf Grund
der fuebrenden Stellung, die er in der
Gemeinde innebatte, fueblte Mobammed sich
trotz gewisser Bedenken(vers 50) berechtigt,
mit mebr als nur vier frauen gleichzeitig
verbeirtaet zu sein. Auch seine frauen sollten
eine Sonderstellung einnebmen. Sie wurden
zu"Muettern der Glaeubigen” erklaert (33,6),
eine Bezeichnung, die zugleich bedeutete, dass
sie nach seinem Tod keine neue Ebe mebr
eingeben durften. Im uebrigen ist zu bemerken,
dass die Sonderrechte, die Mobammed fuer sich
in Anspruch nabm, doch auch wieder begrenzt
waren. Nur diejenigen Frauen standen ibm
zusaetzlich zur Heirat frei, die sich ibm wvon
sich aus dazu anboten. schlieBlich bat er seiner
Heiratsfreudigkeit sogar selber einen Riegel
vorgeschoben, indem er die folgende
offenbarung verkuendete:" kuenftig sind dir
weder(weitere) frauen(zu Ebe) erlaubt, noch(ist
es dir erlaubt) Gattinnen (die du schon bast)



gegen sie auszutauschen, auch wenn dir ibre
schoenbeit gefallen sollte. Ausgenommen dein
Besitz (an  sklavinnen) (33,52). Es ist
anzunebmen, dass diese verkuendigung nach
seiner letzten Heirat, der vom Marz 629, erfolgt
ist. Der prophet war damals etwa 60 Jabre alt.
gegenueber den Reizen weiblicher Schoenbeit
war er-das entnebmen wir dem wortlaut-
immer noch aufgeschlossen. Er mag sogar mit
dem Gedanken gespielt baben, die eine oder
andere seiner gealterten Gattinnen gegen eine
junge frau einzutauschen, hat dann aber
endgueltig auf eine solche Moeglichkeit
verzichtet. Die offenbeit, mit der bier in einem
beiligen Text ueber dises Dinge gesprochen
wird, wirkt overblueffend wund zugleich
entwaffnend. Sie bricht jeder weiteren kritik
die Spitze ab.

Der Fall von Mobhammeds Heirat mit
Zainab liegt nicht ganz so einfach, wie es auf
den ersten Blick den Anschein bat. Fest stebt,
dass der propbet die frau seines Adoptivsobnes
Zaid diesem sozusagen weggebeiratet bat. Er
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sab sie eines Tages in Zaids Wobnung im
blossen Untergewand und war gleich ganz
begeistert von ibhr. Als Zaid durch Zainab
davon boerte, erbot er sich sofort, sie ibm
abzutreten. Die Geschichte endet damit, dass
Zaid tatsaechlich auf sie verzichtete, worauf
Mobhammed sie sich selber zur frau nabm. Zur
Entlastung des propheten ist allerdings
anzufuebren, dass Zainab ebedem gegen ibren
Willen mit Zaid verbeiratet worden war, dass
sie ihn nach dem besagten Zwischenfall erst
recht ablebnte, und dass Mobammed seinerseits
das Angebot Zaids zuerst nicht annebmen
wollte,  diesen  vielmebr  ausdrueklich
aufforderte, Zainab zu bebalten. In Sure 33,37
kommt die ganze Angelegenbeit zur Sprache.
Die stelle lautet:"Und(damals) als du zu
demjenigen, der wvon Gott und wvon dir”
Wobltaten empfangen batte, sagtest: Bebalt
deine frau fuer dich und fuerchte Gott!”, und in
dir verbargst, was Gott(doch) offenkundig
machen wuerde, und Angst vor den Menschen
hattest, waebrend du doch ebre vor Gott Angst
haben solltest! Und als dann Zaid sein
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Geschaeft mit ibr erledigt(d.b.sich von ibr
geschieden) batte, verbeirateten wir dich mit
ibr (Dies) damit die Glaeubigen sich (kuenftig)
binsichtlich der frauen ibrer Adoptivsoebne
kein Gewissen machen( naemlich sie zu
beiraten), wenn sie (d.b.die Adoptivsoebne) ihr
Geschaeft mit ibnen erledigt baben. Und was
Gott anordnet, geschiebt.

Gegen Schluss des verses wird Mobammeds
Heirat mit der frueberen frau seines
Adoptivsobnes damit gerechtfertigt, dass, die
Glaeubigen kuenftig, dem Beispiel des
propbeten folgend, unbedenklich frauen von
Adoptivsoebnen wuerden heiraten koennen.
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“Mubammad’s harem of wives bas excited a
lot of lurid and prurient speculation in the
West as well as a good deal of ill-concealed
envy, as we saw in chapter 1 when I showed
that Mubammad was frequently accused of
lust. Later the Qu’ran decreed that a Muslim
could bave only four wives but Mubammad, as

the propbet, was allowed many more. Few
people in Arabia at that time saw monogamy

() Karen Armstrong, P. 145.



—

as a particularly desirable norm and in later
years, when Mubammad was becoming a great
Arab sayyid, bis large barem was a mark of bis
status. In a tribal society, polygamy tends to be
the norm. The Bible is not at all squeamish
about the sexual exploits of King David or the
enormous harem of King Solomon, wbhich
makes Mubammad’s look quite patbetic. Like
Mubammad, they both lived at a time when
their people were making the transition from
tribal to urban life. But it would be quite
wrong to imagine Mubammad basking
decadently in a garden of earthly delights;
indeed bis many wives were sometimes, as we
shall see, rather a mixed blessing. We should
simply notice two things. First, neither Sawdah
nor Aisha was chosen for their sexual charms.
Aisha was only a little girl, and at thirty
Sawdabh was past ber first youth and was
beginning to run to fat. We bear little more
about ber and this indicates that the marriage
was more of a practical arrangement than a
love-match. She could take care of
Mubammad’s bousebold and she also gained in
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status, at least among the Muslim community,
by becoming the wife of the prophet. Second,
both marriages bhad a political dimension:
Mubammad was forging important links of
kinship. He still bad bopes of Subayl, who was
a deeply religious man, and the marriage with
Sawdab made bhim a relative by marriage. It
was also important to establish a closer tie with
Abu Bakr: Mubammad was beginning to form
an alternative kind of clan, which was not
based on kinship but on ideology, yet the
blood-tie was still felt to be very important.
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"Mubammad's Western critics tend to see
this condoning of polygamy as a piece of pure
male chauvinism. Popular films like Harem

() Karen Armstrong, p.190
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give an absurd and inflated picture of the
sexual life of the Muslim sheikb which reveals
more about Western fantasy than it does about
the reality. But, seen in context, polygamy was
not designed to improve the sex life of the boys-
it was a piece of social legislation. The problem
of orphans bad exercised Mubammad since the
beginning of bis career and it had been
exacerbated by the deaths at Ubud. The men
who bad died had left not only widows but
daughters, sisters and other relatives who
needed a new protector. Their new guardians
might not be scrupulous about administering
the property of these orphans: some might even
keep these women wunmarried as that they
could hold on to their property. It was not
unusual for a man to marry bis woman wards
as a way of absorbing their property into bis
own estate.

There was probably a shortage of men in
Arabia, which left a surplus of unmarried
woman who were often badly exploited. The
Qu'ran is most concerned about this problem
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and restored to polygamy as a way of dealing
with it. This would enable all the girls who
had been orphans to be married, but it insisted
that a man could take more than wife only if
bhe promised to administer their property
equitably.
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"Echter  Diamant  oder  geschliffenes
Glasauch diesed schmuck, der Dame des
Herzens oder der Gattin Ibres chefs ergebenst
zu Fuessen gelegt, ist- obne dass wir uns dessed
noch bewusst sind- Import aus dem arabischen
orient..... und warden es wieder tun. So sebr
sind diese sprache, diese Geste, diese Haltung
der Ergebenbeit der fussfaelligen
selbsterniedrigung des Mannes wvor der
anbetungswuerdigen frau wuns zur zweiten
Natur geworden, ob wobl sie urspruenglich
nicht die unseren waren.Obwobl wir sie erst
erlernt haben, ebenso wie wir Jene andere erst
in einem schmerzhaften umerziebungsprozess
lernen mussten.
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() Sigrid Hunke, Allahs sonne ueber dem Abendland, s:
275-276. Deutsche Verlags-Anstalt. Stuttgart 1960.
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"As mentioned earlier, Islamic law in theory
provides resources for women, such as property
rights, which were not available to European

women until very recent times. Yet in practice
the complex application of Islamic law was

()" Carl Ernst, Muhammad, pp. 143-144



filtered through multiple levels of custom and
tradition, so that ethical principles of equality
between the sexes all too frequently were
sacrificed for the benefit of male privilege. The
imposition of patriarchal authority over
women is hardly unique to Islam civilization.
Aristotle, it must be remembered, regarded
woman as natural slaves. Despite statements
about gender equality in the New Testament,
there are also strong traditions that for
centuries have excluded women from positions
of authority in Christian churches. Misogyny
and the assertion of men's authority over
women is, in fact, characteristic of the bistory
of much of the world, including China and
India. Disentangling the roles of the ethics of
gender and patriarchal bistory is a task that
now is being undertaken in every culture, even
when it does not bear the name of feminism.

What makes the discussion of gender
relations in Islamic culture especially tricky is,
once again, the effects of European colonialism.
By the late nineteenth century, European had



developed a number of arguments to
demonstrate the cultural inferiority of the
nations of the Orient, principally Muslim
countries. As mentioned previously, the
scientific language of racial categories and the
alleged evolutionary superiority of Europeans
were key elements in the ideology of colonial
ascendancy. A new and surprising weapon in
the colonialist's arsenal was the language of
European feminism. However uncomfortable
Victorian officials may bave been with
feminist agitation for equal rights at bome,
they eagerly and bypocritically criticized
Asian and especially Muslim men for their bad
treatment of women (although some colonial
administrators, such as Lord Cromer and Lord
Curzon, were active opponents of the British
suffragette movement). By maintaining that
Islam was essentially oppressive to women and
by linking Muslim backwardness to the
practice  of weiling women, colonial
administrators could justify their rule over
Asia and Africa, since they were the bearers of
enlightening modernity. At the same time, they



maintained that Muslims could only become
civilized if they abandoned wveiling-that is, if
they abandon wbhat were believed to be
essential practices of Islam. The same rbetoric
of condescending shock about the veiling of
Muslim women continues to be applied today,
despite less than perfect gender equity in
Europe and America.

When we look, however, at the authoritative
Islamic scripture, we can see prominent
resources for an ethic of gender equality. In
Christian and Jewish circles, it is only in
relatively recent ryears that the gendered
language of the Bible bas become as issue,
leading to new translations that do not
automatically assume the male gender as
normal. Yet gender-specific language had
clearly become a concern in the early Muslim
community. A number of women approached
the prophet Mubammad to ask bim about the
prevalence of male pronouns in the Qu'ran,
wanting to know if women were included in
these statements. The next revelations of the



Qu'ran responded directly to these concerns,
with an extended series of balanced pbrases
that make it clear that men and women share
equally in the religious life:

For the submitting men and submitting
women,

for the believing men and believing women,
for the devout men and devout women,

for the sincere men and sincere women,

for the patient men and patient women,

for the bumble men and humble women,
for the men and women who give alms,

for the men and women who fast,

for the men and women who guard their
chastity,

for the men and women who remember God
much for them God has prepared forgiveness
and a great reward (33.35)
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"Indisputably, Mahomet's preaching
brought about a great progress in Arabian life
as regards both the family and hygiene.
Woman's status, as we shall see, was greatly
improved. Prostitution, temporary marriage
and free love were forbidden as well as the
forcing of captives into prostitution to enrich
their masters.
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() Emile Dermenghem, the life of Mahomet, p. 259
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:() Mensching gidiw Jsas

" Tatsaechlich suchte Mobammed sogar der
in seiner Umwelt berrschenden masslosen
Freibeit auf sexuellem Gebiet zu steuern und
die Stellung der Frau zu bessern, indem er z.B.
das Erbrecht gesetzlich festlegte. Das der Frau
frueber nur  gelegentlich zuerkannt
wurde.Auch befabl er, man solle die Frau mit
Guete, Freundlichkeit und Gerechtigkeit
bebandeln."
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()" Gustave Mensching, Mohammed, p.15
™ Will Duront, The Age of Faith 4, P.181-182.
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"Like other Moslems he quarreled now and
then with his wives, but he did not cease to be
fond of them, or to speak of women with
becoming sentiment." The most valuable
thing in the world," he is reported to have
said," is a virtuous woman'". Twice in the
Koran he reminded Moslems that their
mothers had carried them with pain brought
them forth with pain, nursing them for twenty-
four or thirty months.'"Paradise" he said" is at
the foot of the mother."

oyl omy ol on ole¥ pan 2 asds sl ol
pladl Lle ol disaty conaliddl (pa opue tie Giusy e
oo 0 Gl Lo leladl e Ll (pa (payddy Ol selag a3
2 s o Asdlaall 310 o 1B 43 die g p9 aade Cabolge
peiles waileal Ol cxire OLAN 20 politl alll jesiny el
T S 5T cya e g Ay g )Ty Loy ginsin gy Ly
Cealga¥l aluBl ot Landl': JIB T Ll (e (59509
3111 gl :QSL']'JUM‘

BTJ.U dalan Oy ‘AJ..M ‘QM-LH}” g.u ‘—’J"'” ‘aLgB‘ u\& ‘Al
:\_J.Ia.al” ST).U ‘uw)&ﬂ L_.Q“\JLMT «_y).a_” J‘):‘l‘-"" Cteus Luzc J\fm



—

Gyt Leade slajn Camall plo conabiadl oyl (e Ldaadly
P TYENRPE - JPvi| RS- PR PERF W SN PRE PERRAY

S| sl Gl a3 5l ola I el Ly
chll Glly 2 Jier olEs gl BTl Bain e B il CiBgs
flinsSU 5l (Lgagan 51,00 e Jlme 2 Dsrcus il (5y)
Ayl ST oY allassy Gl Ledaa colss il syl
Sl Lo cdB o JI e palidl 0pal iyl
M Armstrong g gyiee ;i Jois delel

"Western critics often blame the Qu'ran for
this treatment of women, which they see as
iniquitous, but in fact the emancipation of
women was dear to the prophet's beart. There
are complaints that the Qu'ran preaches a
double standard: the laws of inberitance, for
example, decree that a woman can inberit only
half of what ber brothers (who bave to provide
the mabl to start a new family) will receive.
Again, women are allowed to be witness is
only half as valuable as that of a man. in the

() Karen Armstrong, Muhammad, p.191
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context of the twentieth century - when, we
should remember, we are still complaining for
equal rights for women - this Qu'ranic
legislation does seem probibitive. But in
seventh-century Arabia it was revolutionary.
We must remember what life had been like for
women in the pre-Islamic period when female
infanticide was the norm and when women
had no rights at all. Like slaves, women were
treated as an inferior species, who had no legal
existence. In such a primitive world, what
Mubammad achieved foe women was extra
ordinary. The idea that a woman could be
witness or could inberit anything at all in ber
own right was astonishing. We must also recall
that in Christian Europe, women had to wait
until nineteenth century before they bad
anything similar: even then, law remained
heavily weighted towards men"
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"Mohammed allowed women free disposal
of their property and he improved their
position with regard to inheritance."
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() Gustave von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam, p-174
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"Widerlegung des von Araber Mobammed
Geschriebenen Buches (PG.105,669 A-805D)
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M Carl gueterbock, der Islam in lichte der
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"Hitherto Mabomet bad professed to publish
bis Religion by the way of preaching and
persuasion alone. But now, driven foully out of
bis native country, since unjust men had not
only given no ear to his earnest. Heaven's
message, the deep cry of bis Son of the Desert
resolved to defend bimself, like a man and
Arab. If the Koreish will have it so, they shall
have it. Tidings, felt to be of infinite moment
to them and all men, they would not listen to
these; would trample them down by sheer
violence, steel and murder: well, let steel try it
then! Ten years more this Mahomet bad; all of
fighting, of breathless impetuous toil and
struggle; with what result we know.

Much bas been said of Mabomet's
propagating his Religion by the sword. It is no
doubt far nobler what we have to boast of the
Christian Religion, that it propagated itself

() Thomas Carlyle, on Heroes,p.p.52-53



peaceably in the way of preaching and
conviction. Yet withal, if we take this for an
argument of the truth or falsebood of a religion,
there is a radical mistake in it. The sword
indeed: but where will you get your sword!
Every new opinion, at its starting, is precisely
in a minority of one. In one man's head alone,
there it dwells as yet. One man alone of the
whole world believes it; there is one man
against all men. That be take a sword, and try
to propagate with that, will do little for him.
You must first get your sword! On the whole, a
thing will propagate itself as it can. We do not
find, of the Cbhristian Religion either, that it
always disdained the sword, when once it had
got one. Charlemagne's conversion of the
Saxons was not by preaching."”
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"Mubammad's task was to break down the
strong tribal system that bad been responsible
for almost constant warfare and to substitute
on allegiance to God that cut across family ties
and petty hatreds.

He bad to introduce a universal law that yet
could be found acceptable by the lawless Arab,
and be bad to impose discipline upon a society
that thrived on tribal violence and blood
vengeance for real or fancied wrongs. His
problem was to replace humanity for cruelty,
order for anarchy, and Justice for sheer might."
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() Rom Landau, Islam and the Arabs,pp.23-24



—_—

o] i pubatewy LS Lgild uld] e of 4ule pls
HAe bluai¥ yopis o dule Glsg 4 Hle3 Yy doid 9 pail]
WY o cogpin) gpadl JEilg i Caiall e ile poina
o ileai¥) Jom of dele Gl wjis lginesg o3y lgnes
Laalli 533 Jma Ulaally s(rids3ill Joma allailly Ludims]

Sle HE aeme Leles U L8l Lol lls o wla Yy
waly CarlyleJd)lss cdar 3l oo 2G>0 2 o359 adile
Wr o 1 239,01 LoLad¥l AT
"Traits of the kind shew us the genuine man,
the brother of us all, brought visible through

twelve centuries, the wveritable son of our
common Mother"
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() Thomas Carlyle, on Heroes, p.62
@ Emile Dermenghem, the life of Mahomet,p.p.174-175
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" The theory of the boly war was not to
convert people with the menace of the
sword."No force in religion. The true road is
sufficiently different from the false,” the Koran
says explicitly. The Koran lays down the rule
of attacking last and always being moderate.
The successive revelations, fragmentary and
disordered, relate to contemporary events, to
the line of conduct to be pursued by Mabomet
and bis disciples, as the situations present
themselves. It would be improper to draw
general conclusions from these injunctions,
which were a mixture. Besides, material
purposes perverted sometimes and religious
ones. The jibad, form having been a means,
became an end, and the spiritual was sacrificed
to the temporal often in scandalous fashion.

From the days of the prophet some
Mussulmans saw in the boly war only the
possibilities of fruitful razzias. When they
encountered people in the course of an
expedition, they often killed them outright
without asking who they were and then
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claimed that they were infidels in order to
exonerate themselves. The Koran wvigorously
condemns such practices. Although Mabomet
gave blow for blow and treachery for treachery
and in the beat of battle fell into an excess of
ardour, be was rarely cruel in cold blood and
more often showed proof pf remarkable
moderation. His generosity in the days of bis
final triumph exhibited a greatness of soul rare
indeed in the pages of bistory. He commanded
bis soldiers to spare the feeble, the old, women
and children; be forbade their destroying
house, making off with barvests or cutting
down fruits trees... be prescribed the use of the
sword only in cases of necessity. We see him
publicity condemning some of bis captions and
giving recompense for the damage done by
them. The gaining of a single soul,”" be
declared,” is worth more than the richest

conquest

The seizing of booty was the natural outcome
of all combats, with commerce and berding,
formed, we might well say, the national



industry of the Arabs. Mabomet tolerate it in
bis people"because of their weakness"; but the
diving of the spoils was strictly regulated; the
greater part went to charity and the upkeep of
the character of bis people, but he did modify it
in many points. He bimself was only a
illiterate man, almost without culture,
altogetbher typical of his race and bis epoch, but
bhe knew that"god's mercy was beyond
measure". It would seem from all accounts that
bhe bad to battle mightily with bimself to
overcome a natural tendency towards
vindictiveness."be who learns forgive," said
be,," comes wvery near to being a prophet."
perbaps be suffered when be realized that be
bimself did not always attain to a state of
perfection.”
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() Gustave von Grunebaum, Medieval Islam, p-79
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"Mobammed preferred clemency to severity,
but bis was not a God of compromise.”
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"was unsereinem bei der Betrachtung der
Geschichte Mobhammeds besonders missfallen
mag, ist die Tatsache dass,der prophet in der
Auseinandersetzung mit den Unglaeubigen
bald nach der Emigration nach Medina auch
zu den Mitteln des Krieges gegriffen hat, und
daB der Krieg um des Glaubens willen oder,
wie es auf arabisch beisst,"das Sich-Abmueben
auf dem Weg Gotteds"(al-gibad fi sabil llab) an
meberen stellen des Korans den Glaeubigen
geradezu zur pflicht gemacht wird. Wir geben

()" Rudi Paret, Mohammed and Der Koran, s:138-140



wenn wir dies miBbilligen, wvon der
voraussetzung aus, dass bei der Entscheidung
von Glaubensfragen auf Gewaltanwendung
verzichtet werden muesse, und koennen wuns
sogar auf den islamischen Grundsatz berufen,
dass im Glauben kein zwang ausgeuebt
warden  duerfe. Eigentlich  haette sich
Mobammed, so meinen wir wohbl, in seiner
weiteren Missionsarbeit auf die alleinige Kraft
seine Glaubens verlassen muessen, wie etwa
die christlichen Einsiedler, die sich aus dem
kulturland  in  die  Syrische  wueste
zurueckgezogen  batten und durch ibre
vorbildliche froemmigkeit auf die in der
Umgegend zeltenden Araber eine stark
wirkung  ausuebten, oder  wie die
zeitgenoessischen arabisvben Hanifen, jene
ernsten Gottsucher, die an dem beidnischen
Glauben ibrer vaeter irre geworden waren und
sich zu  einem  hoeberen  Glauben
durchgefunden batten. Das sind aber mebr
oder weniger muessige Spekulationen. Wie
muessen auf dem Boden des bistorischen
Sachverbalts bleiben wund wversuchen, die
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unumstoessliche Tatsache, dass Mobammed die
kriegfuebrung in den Dienst seiner sache
gestellt bat, irgendwie zu versteben.

Gewiss Mobammed haette ein Hanif werden
koennen. Er haette dann nicht das Odium auf
sich nebmen muessen, seinen Glauben mit
Waffengewalt zu propagieren. In Wirklichkeit
vertrat er nun aber gerade nicht den Typus
jener individualistischen Gottsucher, die nur
auf ibr eigenes seelenbeil aus
waren.Mobhammeds Groesse und Einmaligkeit
zeigt sich eben darin, dass er sich immer der
menschlichen Gemeinschaft, der er angeboerte,
verbunden fueblte und auf sie einzuwirken
bestrebt war. Nachden er sich selber erst
einmal zur Erkenntnis der goettlichen
wabrbeit durchgerungen batte, glaubte er sich
verpflichtet, auch  seine  mekkanischen
Landsleute und darueber binaus alle Araber
auf den Weg des Heils zufuebren. Als echter,
kollektiv empfindender Araber blieb er den
ungeschriebenen Gesetzen jener Gemeinschaft
unterworfen, in die er bineingeboren war. In
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Mekka hat er sich als Glied seiner Sippe und
seines Stammes gefueblt. Al er durch die Higra,
die"Lossagung” aus seinem  natuerlichen
verband ausgeschieden war, schloss er an
seiner neuen Wirkungsstaette die mit ibm
emigrierten mekkanischen Glaubensgenossen
und die fuer den Islam gewonnenen Mediner
zu einem neuen verband, dem der islamischen
Umma, zusammen. Dieser batte mit denselben
Mitteln wie die arabischen staemme und
stammoverbaende um seinen Bestand zu
kaempfen. Raubzuege und kriegerische
Unternebmungen auf kosten fremder Einbeiten
galten aber in dem genannten Milien als
durchaus normale Begleiterscheinungen des
Daseins. Sie schienen geradezu
lebensnotwendig zu sein. So ist das
neugeschaffene muslimische Gemeinwesen von
Medina zwangslaeufig in die Rolle einer
politisch-kampferischen Machtgruppe
bineingewachsen. Man wird dem propheten
unter diesen Umstaenden kaum einen vorwurf
daraus machen duerfen, dass er bin und wieder
eine Expedition auf Raub ausgeschicket und
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ausserdem regelrechte kriegerische
Unternebmungen durchgefuebrt bat."
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Ower the centuries in the west, we have
tended to think of Mubammad as a grim
figure, a cruel warrior and a callous politician.
But he was a man of great kindness and
sensibility. He loved animals, for example, and
if be saw a cat asleep on bis cloak be would not
dream of disturbing it. It has been said that
one of the tests of a society is its attitude
towards animals. All religions encourage an
attitude of love and respect for the natural
world, and Mubammad was trying to teach
Muslims this. During the jabiliyab the Arabs
had treated animals very cruelly: they used to
cut off lumps of flesh to eat while the beasts
were still alive and put painful rings round the
necks of camels. Mubammad forbade any
painful branding or organized animal
fights/one tradition bas bim telling a story in
which a man who starved water to a dog on a
thirsty day was sent to paradise and a woman
who starved her cat to death was sent to bell.
The preservation of these traditions shows how
important the values ad become in the Muslim
world and how quickly the community had
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advanced towards a more bumane and
compassionate vision.
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In the west we often imagine Mubammad as
a warlord, brandishing bis sword in order to
impose Islam on a reluctant world by force of
arms. The reality was quite different.
Mubammad and the first Muslims were
fighting for their lives and they bad also
undertaken a project in which violence was
inevitable. No radical social and political
change bas ever been achieved without
bloodshed, and, because Mubammad was
living in a period of confusion and
disintegration, peace could be achieved only
by the sword. Muslims look back on their
propbet's years in Medina as a Golden Age,
but they were also years of sorrow, terror and
bloodshed. The umma was able to put an end

() karen Armstrong  Muhammad. P 168.
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to the dangerous violence of Arabia only by
means of a relentless effort.

The Qu'ran began to urge the Muslims of
Medina to participate in a jibad. This would
involve fighting and bloodshed, but the root
JHD implies more than a"boly war". It
signifies a physical, moral, spiritual and
intellectual effort. There are plenty of Arabic
words denoting armed combat, such as barb
(war) sira'a(combat), ma'araka(battle) or
qital(killing), which the Qu'ran could easily
bhave used if war bad been the Muslims
principal way of engaging in this effort.
Instead it chooses a vaguer, richer word with a
wide range of connections. The jibad is not one
of the five pillars of Islam. It is not the central
prop of the religion, despite the common
western vies. But it was and remains a duty for
Muslims to commit themselves to a struggle on
all  fronts-moral, spiritual and political-to
create a just and decent society, where the poor
and vulnerable are not exploited, in the way
that God had intended man to live. Fighting



and warfare might sometimes be necessary, but
it was only a minor part of the whole jibad or
struggle. A well-known tradition (badith) has
Mubammad say on returning from a battle,"we
return from the title jibad to the greatest jibad,
the more difficult and crucial effort to conquer
the forces of evil in oneself and in one's own
society in all the details of daily life.
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4- Die Prophetie als Basis fuer einen
christlischen islamischen Dialog.
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